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I. — Anti-Slavery  Meeting   at  Dublin. 

The  Dublin  Anti-Slavery  Society  held  its  third  annual  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening,  the  8th  of  April  last,  in  the  great  room  of  the  Ro- 
tunda. The  admission  was  regulated  by  tickets,  and  notwithstanding 
that  about  2000  were  issued,  such  was  the  number  of  applicants,  that 
even  treble  tliat  cjuantity  would  have  proved,  apparently,  scarcely 
sufficient  to  gratify  the  desire  of  all  the  individuals  who  evinced  aii 
eager  anxiety  to  be  present  at  the  proceedings.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  who  was  to  have  presided,  bui  was  prevented  from  at- 
tending by  official  business,  Joseph  Robinson  Pim,  Esq.,  was  unani- 
mously called  to  the  chair. 

The  Annual  Report,  of  which  the  following  are  brief  specimens,  was 
read  by  the  secretary  : — 

"  The  committee  of  tlie  Dublin  Anti-Slavery  Society,  in  returning  the  trust  re- 
posed in  tlieir  hands  for  the  past  year,  cannot  reflect,  without  indignation  and 
disappointment,  on  the  failure  of  those  hopes  which  they  had  reason  to  expect 
would  he  realised  by  those  to  whom  they  naturally  looked  for  justice  to  their 
enslaved  brethren  of  the  African  race  ;  but  they  are  cheered  by  the  conviction, 
that  the  people  t!;enerally  are  beginning  to  perceive  the  absolute  necessity  of  in- 
dividual exertion  in  puiifying  our  country  from  the  pollution  of  this  deep  and 
deadly  sin,  and  of  bringing  to  a  close  this  determined  opposition  to  the  ordinances 
of  God  and  the  claims  of  humanity,  by  detaining  in  bondage  tliose  who  owe  to 
England  no  tribute  or  service,  either  by  the  laws  of  war  or  peace — whose  rights 
have  been  wrested  from  them  by  the  power  of  the  strongest,  and  whose  per- 
sonal liberty  is  still  basely  bartered  for  gain. 

"  We  need  not  unveil  t<>  you  the  features  of  slavery  :  who  is  now  ignorant  of 
them  ?  \\  e  need  not  depict  to  you  our  brethren  of  the  African  race,  deprived 
of  their  liberty,  of  their  conjugal  rights — driven  to  market  in  herds  by  the  carl- 
whip,  and  sold  without  any  regard  to  the  ties  of  relationship,  at  the  will  ot 
their  owners  ;  debarred  from  religious  instruction  ;  dismissed  w  ithont  redress 
when  they  apply  for  justice  ;  and  if  they  venture  to  raise  their  voices  in  re- 
monstrance, subjected  to  tremendous  punishment.  Need  we  remind  you  of  the 
thousands  slaughtered  by  tlie  sword  of  jealous  authority?  of  the  multitudes 
doomed  to  suffer  the  infliction  of  torturing  and  lingering  cruelties,  and  their 
mangled  remains  gibbeted  in  chains,  to  appease  the  blind  terrors  or  glut  the 
savage  rage  of  brutitied  avarice.'  It  is  time  that  the  details  of  West  Indian 
jurisprudence  should  be  dragged  to  tlie  light;  it  is  time  that  the  ramparts  of 
falsehood,  'the  refugo  of  lies,'  behind  whiih  the  West  Indian  body  has 
entrenched  itself,  should  be  overthrown  ;  it  is  time  that  thing.n  should  be 
called  b\  their  proper  names  ;  that  the  taking  that  whidi  does  not  belong  to 
us   slioiild  In-   called  rnlihinj  :   that  ihe  deslriirlidii  o(    mir  f»l|()\\ -men    b\   iiiijii- 
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tillable  means,  should  be   called  ininilir;   and    tli:it   nuthirii;  mIumiUI   be   iierniit'.ed 
in  the  Hritish  lolunies,   wliic  b  is  punisliable  1)\   llniilisb  btw." 

Alter  illustrating  the  chtiiiicler  of  Colonial  Ma\fry,  by  detail.s  Ironi  lb.  lla^raiil 
ci\se  of  the  Mosses  and  other  recent  enormities,  the  Heport  cuticlii>l.  '|  a;^ 
follows : — 

"  But  the  hour  of  deception  has  passed  away.  Let  the  univer.-al  r.riti>li 
people  demand  the  rights  of  the  slave,  which  will  be  securing  their  own  ri;^iits  ; 
let  them  echo  the  assurance  of  our  o«  n  patriotic  sovereign,  that  he  holds  his 
crown  for  the  good  of  his  people.  Let  them  reje(  t  with  indignation  the  reason- 
ing which  maintains,  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  can  enable  nun  to  buy  and  sell, 
and  depri\e  of  tbeir  personal  rights,  British  subjects,  living  uiidfr  IJritisli  protec- 
tion. I.et  them  ai)Slain  Ironi  tb<'  conMimption  ot  i'\ery  thing  w  iiicii  has  been  pro- 
duced by  sljve  l.ibour,  and  by  so  doiii:i  they  \\ib,in  the  like  propoi  tion,  lower  tiu; 
price  of  the  same  articles  trom  Asia.  But,  inon-  than  all,  let  them  remember  l!:c 
just  vengeance  of  Him  who  walk'th  amidst  the  w  liirlw  ind,  and  trcudeth  uponllu- 
storm,  who  maketh  the  clouds  b.is  chariot,  and  walkcth  iijion  the  u  ings  of  the  \^  inti, 
who  ruletli  in  the  <l"niinioiis  of  heaven,  and  gi\elh  the  kingrloms  of  this  earth  to 
whomsoever  he  will,  who  hath  swept  from  the  face  of  this  globe  i-vrry  eiiipiiv 
whicii  hath  founded  its  policy  upon  the  piinciple  that  men  may  do  e\il  ibat  good 
may  come.' 

The  Fiev.  \Vm.  Urwick  rose  to  propose  the  adojition  by  the  meeting  of  tl  i- 
Report  which  had  just  been  reail.  After  some  introductory  remarks,  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  argue  on  the  irreligious  tendency  of  shi\ery,  and  its  brutali/inu  ellects 
on  the  human  mind,  lie  denied  that  sacred  writ  sanctioned  the  priiuiple 
of  the  debasement  of  any  class  of  human  beings  — ov  the  possession  of  a  right, 
of  projierty  in  those  who  were,  by  the  ordinance  of  their  ((imiiien  Creator, 
burn  their  fellow-creatures;  and  ilemanded  why  it  wns  tliat  the  Legisla- 
ture of  (ireat  Britain  did  not  imitate  the  Jewish  law,  by  v  Inch  it  was  laid 
down,  that  '*  he  that  stealeth  a  man  and  selleth  him,  or  if  he  be  fsuwul  in 
his  hand,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to  ilealb."  I'y  w!;at  principle,  he  would 
ask,  of  right — he  would  not  put  it  even  upon  the  principle  of  humanity — 
had  any  individual  in  the  world  a  privilege  to  sell  those  beings  around  him.  who 
possessed  equally  with  himself  all  the  attrii)utes  of  mind,  of  intellei  t,  and  of 
person,  with,  perhaps,  the  adventitious  ililleience  of  the  colour  of  tl'.-^  skin? 
U  hy  should  there  not  be  on  the  statutes  of  the  British  law,  a  law  denouncing,  if 
not  the  pt-nalty  set  lurth  in  the  te\t  above  tjuoted,  the  severest  penally  short  of 
that,  against  a  man  buying  and  selling  his  neighbour  ?  As  a  minister  of  religion 
he  stood  there  in  the  proper  exercise  of  his  duty,  the  aiivcicate  for  liberty — and 
he  denounced  the  system  of  men  amassing  wealiii,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  to 
themselves  pleasures,  at  the  expense  of  the  freedom  of  oilier  human  beings, 
equally  regarded  in  the  eyes  of  their  common  Cn^ator,  and  ditlering  from  them  in 
nought  but  colour.  "  Woe  unto  him  that  buililetii  his  house  by  unrighteousness, 
and  his  chambers  by  wrong — that  useth  his  neighbour's  service  without  wages, 
and  giveth  him  not  for  his  work."  W  hy  was  it — on  what  ground  or  principle  of 
right  could  it  be  defended,  that  one  class  of  men  should  perpeirate  on  others, 
that  against  which  they  would  rise  with  irresistible  indignation  if  I'.tttnipted 
against  themselves  .' 

In  the  words  of  another  te\t — '"  Therefore  all  things  whatsoever  ye  would  tl-.at 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  e\en  so  to  them."  From  men  who  were  ui:ill>  of 
the  gross  injustice  of  whiih  he  coi:i|)lained,  he  would  call  on  all  to  withliold 
their  support.  Let  every  individual  possessing  the  fte'.ings  ot  humanity  and 
kindness  to  his  fellow -beings,  discountenance  the  slavery  system  personally, 
by  the  total  disuse  of  every  commodity  the  producf  of  slave  labour.  (Cheers.) 
He  would  give  very  little,  indeed,  for  that  man  who  professed  himself  an 
advocate  in  the  (  aiise  of  lib>-rty,  and  who,  at  the  same  time,  was,  day  after 
day,  really  supporting  the  cause  of  slavery  by  the  consumptioo  of  those  articles 
derived  tVom  his  suiierings. 

The  Rev.  Gentleman  lead  several  extracts  from  a  work  lately  published,  en- 
titled "  .Notices  of  Bra/il,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W  alsh,"  descriptive  of  slavery  and 
the  Slave  Trade  in  that  country,  and  exhibiting  the  tendency  it  had  to  Liutalize 
not  only  the  enslavt-d  but  the  enslaver.  He  alluded  forcibly  to  the  opposition 
on  th.-  part  of  sla. e  owners  to  the  inlroducticjii  of  religious  inslruc  tiun  amongst 
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llie  tinliaj)py  victims,  lest  they  should,  tlirougli  its  niediiiin,  obtain  n  knowlodj^e 
"t  their  rit^iils  ;  also  to  the  deplofdhle  fate  of  the  late  niissiuiiai)  Siuitli,  who  w;u 
martyred  tor  Lis  atteiupts  to  improve  their  murals  and  religion.  Tiie  IJev. 
Speaker  roncluded  by  moving  the  question  on  the  Report,  and  snt  down  amid 
general  cheering. 

The  IJev.  Mr.  C'lioss  on  secondinj;  the  resolution,  entered  into  a  most  in- 
teresting detail  ot  the  revolting  effects  of  the  slaxe  system  which  had  fallen  under 
his  own  observation  in  the  West  Indies,  and  which  pervaded  equally  all  classes 
there,  not  excepting  even  the  female  sex  of  the  higher  rank.s  in  soiiety.  The 
f<ev.  Gentleman  described,  in  very  affectin-;  tern-s,  tlie  appaiiin-  and  odious 
characteristics  it  possessed  in  all  its  feature8---the  scourge,  thf  excruciating 
torture,  the  merciless  unrelenting  oppression,  and  even  the  degrading  Jockey 
phrases  that  were  familiarly  used  in  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  wretched 
creatures,  which  marked  more  strcmgly  than  any  language  he  could  possibly 
use  the  degrading  nature  of  that  most  inhuman  of  all  traffickin'.r,  the  trade 
in  human  Cesh.  The  slave  system,  he  could  maintain,  debased  even  the  very 
bi'st  that  had  the  misfortune  to  come  witliiii  the  reacli  of  its  contaminating 
influence,  and  a  man  might  possess  the  phibinihropy  of  a  Howard,  or  the 
energetic  love  of  liberty  of  an  O'Connell,  and  yet  be  un.ible  to  resist  the 
baneful  infection.  He  adjured  the  meeting,  in  the  name  of  all  that  was 
liberal,  in  the  name  of  the  Most  High  Go<1,  the  father  of  mercy  and  the  vin- 
dicator of  the  oppressed,  to  attend  to  the  cry,  and  exert  themselves  in  behalf 
of  SOU, 000  innocent  victims,  whose  welfare  temporal  and  eternal,  was  sacriticed 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  gratify  the  passions  of  those  who  usurped  a  power 
the  most   unjust  over  the  freedom  of  tiieir  fellow   beings.      (Cheers.) 

Air.  Ci  iUi  \N,in  a  long  and  eloquent  speech,  moved  the  second  resolution,  viz. 
"  That  no  human  Legislature  has  any  lawful  power  to  abridge  or  destroy  the 
natural  rights  of  lite  or  liberty,  unless  the  owner  shall  himself  commit,  or  be 
(  hargtd  with  the  commission  of  .some  criminal  act  that  amounts  to  a  lorfeiture 
tln-reof,  or  becomes  amenable  to  the  laws  through  liability  for  deijt." 

.Mr.  JosHiA  Adim.,  on  seconding  the  res  lulion,  spioke  to  the  commercial 
advantages  of  the  ab(jlition  of  \W-st  Indian  Slavery,  in  the  following  terms: 
— "  I  shall  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  e.\plain  a  few  of  the  im- 
mense advantages  of  the  opening  of  the  ports  ol  Asia  to  our  starving  ma- 
nufacturers. Kven  if  the  Chatter  of  the  East  India  Company  be  not  re- 
newed, we  shall  derive  mucii  le.so  advantage  than  ought  to  be  the  case,  whilst 
the  Mest  India  interest  continues  to  keep  the  East  India  productimis  almost 
out  of  our  reach.  There  are  about  sixty-three  IMembers  of  both  Houses  of 
I'arliaiiient  who  own  M  est  India  property,  and  maintain  that  they  have  de- 
rived, fr'im  an  Act  of  Parliament,  authority  to  buy  and  sell  the  btjdies  of 
their  i'"eiio-..-n:en.  These,  by  a  strange  anomaly,  are  sitting  amongst  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  free  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  the  very  cause  of 
vour  manufacturers  being  excluded  from  the  markets  of  Asia.  They  have 
managed  to  keep  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  East  India  sugar  more  than  on 
West,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  we  are  obliged  to  take  their  sugar  at  a 
higher  price  titan  it  is  worth  ;  or.  in  other  words,  we  pay  about  i.'bOO  per  an- 
iiuitt  to  the  West  India  [jlanter,  as  a  poois'rate,  to  support  a  system  which 
would  infaliibly  fall  vvithoitt  this  bount\. 

"  It  is  vain  to  hope  tt/r  im))rovetitciit  Irom  the  i)lanters.  1  remember  the  words 
of  the  late  Secretary  Caniting,  v\hich  are  so  very  approjiriate,  that,  1  ant  sure, 
I  shall  need  no  apology  for  quoting  them.  They  were  uttered  in  1791);  and  an 
expeticnce  of  thirty  years  has  pioved  llieir  truth  :---" 'i  rust  not,'  said  that 
enlightened  Statesman,  '  the  masters  of  slaves  in  what  concerns  legislation  lor 
slavery. ---However  specious  their  laws  ntay  appear,  depend  upon  it,  they  must 
be  inetfectual  in  their  oj)eration.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  things  that  they  should 
be  so.  Ltt  then  tlw  British  Htiusf  vf  I'oiuiiinus  do  their  part  thcmselvta.  Let 
tluin  not  dt'lcnate  the  trust  <ij'  duuii;  it  l»  thust  ichu  cannot  execute  thut  triml 
fairltj.  Let  the  evil  be  remedied  by  an  assembly  of  freemen,  by  the  govern - 
metit  ol  a  free  people,  and  not  by  the  masters  of  slaves.  Their  laws  can  nevtr 
riiiih,  could  nccer  cure  the  evtl.  There  is  siuuething  in  the  nature  of  absolute 
Kutho/ity.  in  the  relation  between  master  and  slave,  which  makes  despotism  in 


•21G  Dublin  Anti-^iaucrtj  Meeting— Mr.  AhcU. 

nil  case;*,  iiiid  un<Ier  <ili  circunislJinces.  an   intoinpelent  and    iinsnie  cvtcutdr, 
even  of  its  own  provisions,  in  favour  of  the  objei  ts  of  its  powcM."  ((  liefrs. 

"  It  is  said  iliHt  the  slaves  would  not  worli  if  they  were  emancipated  ;  hut  let 
the  emancipated  blacks  ot  the  colonies  answer  that  question.  There  ari  OO.Odo 
free  blacks  in  tlie  West  ln<lia  ish;nd<,  and  hall  the  i)roiierty  in  some  of  the 
islands  belon^js  to  Iheni.  "Many  of  their  sons  are  educated  in  Kuropean  colleges, 
and  the  arms  of  the  colonies  are  mostly  in  their  hands.  The  whites  amount  to 
6"),'H)0;  they,  as  well  as  the  slaves,  decrease  in  number,  owinp  to  the  demora- 
lizing and  unnatural  system  under  which  they  live.  The  proportion  of  pau- 
pers among  the  whites  is  forty  times  as  great  as  amongst  the  blacks. — 
If,  therefore,  the  argument  of  using  the  «hip  for  idleness  be  a  valid  one,  it 
should  change  hands,  and  the  black  should  hereafter  be  the  master,  and  the 
\^hite  num  the  slave.  — 'Cheers.; 

*'  It  is  usual  for  gentlemen  to  come  to  these  Anti-Slavery  meetings,  shelter 
themselves  behind,  and  v.  hen  the  meetinjs  are  over,  say  that  wt?  tell  filsehoods, 
for  that  they  have  been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  have  seen  no  such  things.  1 
challenge  those  gentlemen  to  disprove  one  single  statement  of  what  we  assert. 
If  we  speak  fal>ehoods,  they  are  bound,  as  gentlemen,  as  men  of  lionour,  to 
come  forward  and  undeceive  the  public.  Cut  they  have  not  done  so,  because 
they  could  not.  If  any  gentleman  again  ventures  to  make  such  statements,  let 
his  hearers  re(iuest  him  to  cnnunit  the  proofs  of  liis  iijnorance  to  paper,  sign  his 
name  to  the  document,  and  transmit  it  to  anv  member  of  the  Anti-Slavery  com- 
mittee, and  it  will  meet  a  full  refutation.  They  have  demanded  your  suffrages 
for  tlie  most  extraordinary  of  all  reasons,  namely,  that  they  did  not  see  the  deed, 
that  they  were  not  witnesses  of  the  fact.  On  other  occasions  this  disqualifies  a 
man  from  giving  evidence,  hut  so  little  moflesty  have  these  gentlemen  who  have 
travelled  in,  or  touched  at  the  \\est  Indies,  that  they  se'jm  to  think  themsehes 
like  Madeira,  which  has  gone  round  the  tropics,  qualitied  to  assume  that  there 
Ia  nothing  doubtful  in  their  character  remaining,  and  that  their  quality  needs  no 
shadow  of  proof. 

"  Tlie  \\  est  India  planter  possesses  so  great  an  interest  in  the  House  of  Com- 
nujud,  that  he  keeps  10/.  per  ton  more  duty  on  Mast  India  than  on  W  est  ledia 
sugar  ;  'is/,  per  t<m  more  on  Kast  India  than  on  W  i>t  India  cofl'ee  ;  11  v.  (ji/.  per 
gallon  more  on  Fast  than  on  West  India  rum,  and  such  like  duties  on  various 
other  articles.  Net,  iiotw  ilhstanding  this  rtstri(ti\e  system,  the  imports  to  Asia 
(so  great  is  the  desire  for  cMir(otton  and  other  iiianufatlures;  have  increased 
bevond  all  -xaniple.  It  appears,  trom  official  returns,  that  in  the  year  1814, 
there  were  exported  to  In<lia  (>iil,>i(.>0  yards  of  printed  calicoes,  and  1M3,408 
yards  of  plain  calicoes;  while,  in  1>>27,  tlie  export  (jf  printed  calicoes  was 
14,36"2,>.jI  \ards,  ami  of  j)lain,  1 '.»,'. •H'.i,.! so  ;  the  increase  in  the  export  of  plain 
calicoes,  the  description  commonlv  worn  by  the  natives,  being  ninety-threefold. 
That  of  cotton  twist,  s  •  late  as  l-^'.i^,  the  export  to  India  was  only  121,;>00  lbs. 
weight ;  while,  in  1*"J7,  the  export  was  ^i.OGa.'JoM  lbs.  weight,  and  has  since  been 
progressively  increasing.  Tint  in  metals,  hardware,  earthenware,  and  many 
other  goods,  an  immense  increase  of  our  export  has  also  taken  pla(  e.  That  in 
the  year  Isl'J,  the  setilemrnt  ot  Singapore,  at  that  time  resorted  to  chielly  by 
pirates,  was  taken  possession  ol  by  the  British  (Government,  and  made  a  free 
port;  and,  in  In27,  its  import  trade  amounted  to  13,3S7,lfi")  Sicca  rupees,  with 
a  correspc.ndini;  export  ;  thus  !5ho\sing  the  extensi\e  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
a  free  commercial  intercourse,  and  altogether  atfording  a  greatly  increased  and 
increasing  lield  of  employment  for  British  shipping. 

"There  are  at  this  moment  West  India  planters  in  the  room  who  can  disprove 
what  I  say  if  it  is  fal-e.  Their  boasted  improvements  amount  to  nothing.  .As 
well  might  we  say,  that  the  Irish  landlords  live  at  home,  and  attend  to  the 
wants  and  ( omforis  of  their  people,  because  Lord  ("loncurry  and  the  .Marquis  of 
Dovvnshire,  and  a  few  others,  live  on  their  estates,  and  attend  to  their  tenantry, 
as  to  say  that  the  \V  e~t  India  planters  Lave  improved  the  condition  oi  their 
slaves  ;  and  as  well  might  you  make  a  law,  that  the  jiioduce  of  the  resident 
landlords  should  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  produce  of  absentee  estates,  as 
to  declare  that  the  produce  of  free  labour  should  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of 
siiive  labour. ---(Cheers.;     The  planters  have  endeavoured   to  deceive  the  Eng. 
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lisli  people  on  many  points,  such  as  abolishing  labour  and  markets  on  the  Sab 
bath,  the  only  day  whieli  they  left  to  tlie  slave  to  support  himself,  and  yet  they 
have  not  given  him  any  other  day  for  the  purpose,  so  that  they  must  still  work 
or  lie  down  and  die.  There  are  seven  crown  and  thirteen  chartered  colonies, 
everyone  of  which  has  refused  to  provide  religious  education  for  the  slave; 
seventeen  have  refused  to  put  an  end  to  Sabbatli  markets  and  labour  ;  eigiiteen 
have  refused  to  make  the  Sabbath  a  day  of  religious  observance ;  nineteen  to 
allow  the  slave  any  other  day  than  the  Sabbath  to  support  themselves  ;  eight  to 
admit  slave  evidence  under  any  circumstances ;  ten  to  permit  slave  marriages 
or  protect  their  connubial  rights  ;  nine  to  prevent  the  separation  of  families  by 
sale;  nineteen  to  prevent  the  forcible  sale  of  negroes  from  the  estates  to  which 
they  belong  ;  nine  to  protect  the  slaves  in  the  acquiiement  of  property  ;  fourteen 
to  establish  saving  banks;  eleven  to  abolisii  the  enormous  taxes  on  manumis- 
sion ;  fifteen  to  permit  the  negro  to  purchase  his  own  freedom  at  any  price;  six- 
teen to  prevent  the  abuse  of  arbitrary  punishment;  fifteen  to  permit  a  record  to 
be  kept  of  arbitrary  punishment ;  fifteen  to  abolish  the  flogging  of  females  ; 
twelve  to  abolish  the  cart-whip  as  an  instrument  to  excite  nejro  labour  ;  fifteen 
to  appoint  protectors  of  slaves ;  fifteen  to  prevent  protectors  of  slaves  from 
holding  slaves;  seventeen  to  permit  the  principles  of  law  to  be  in  favour  of 
freedom  ;  and  the  entire  twenty  have  refused  to  purify  the  administration  of 
justice.  So  stands  the  history  of  the  present  state  of  the  negro  slave  in  the 
M'est  Indies."  .After  some  cogent  observations  on  the  expense  of  the  ^^'est 
Indian  colonies  to  the  empire,  and  upon  the  misrepresentations  of  Messrs. 
Macqueen,  Mackenzie,  and  other  advocates  of  slavery,  Mr.  Abell  concluded  a 
comprehensive  and  impressive  speech,  which  was  loudly  cheered  by  the  audience. 

The  Kev.  J.  M'Crea  proposed  the  next  resolution,  viz.  "  That  tlie  Com- 
mittee be  authorized  to  petition  the  Imperial  I'arliament,  at  the  first  convenient 
day  of  the  present  Session,  and  to  request  all  other  Anti-Slavery  Societies  to 
peiition,  that  in  their  wisdom  and  justice  they  ma\  be  pleased  to  decree,  that  all 
children  of  slaves,  in  tlie  IJritish  possessions,  born  after  a  day  hereafter  to  be 
named,  shall  be  free  to  all  intents  and  purjioses,  as  clearly  as  if  they  were  the 
ihildren  of  British  parents,  and  born  upon  I'litis'.i  soil."  The  Rev.  Gentleman 
observed,  that  Mr.  O'Connell  was  to  follow  him,  and  he  preceded  him  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  that  Gentleman  being  introduced  to  the  meeting  with  greater 
etfect.  And,  though  he,  Mr.  INI'Crea,  had  been  opposed  to  Mr.  O'Connell  here- 
tofore in  feelings,  religious  and  political,  he  now  felt  the  most  sincere  and  grati- 
fying pleasure  in  this  juxta-posilion  with  the  Learned  Gentleman. 

Mr.  O'Connell  then  rose  to  address  the  meeting.  The  Learned  Gentleman 
was  received  with  long  continued  and  enthusiastic  cheering.  He  commenced  by 
observing,  that  in  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged,  it  was  not,  by  any 
means,  usual  to  solicit  practice,  but  in  the  business  to  which  he  now  belonged, 
and  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  he  solicited  from  the  present  meeting  the 
high  honour  of  i)resenting  their  petiticm  to  Parliament.  (Cheers,  j  He  felt  proud 
and  gratified  at  the  occasion  which  presented  him  with  the  opportunity  of  thus 
soliciting  their  suffrages.  It  was  to  be  sure  a  pleasure,  and  he  certainly  felt  it 
as  such,  to  meet  there  the  Rev.  Gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  and  acted  as 
master  of  the  ceremonies  — (a  laugh;—  in  intrnduciug  him  fMr.  (J'C.)  to  the 
meeting,  a  gentleman  who  had  diflered  with  him  in  opinion,  but  he  was  quite 
satisfied  had  done  so  honestly  and  ( onscientiouvly.  The  present  was  ho\^evera 
question  upon  which  they  were  all,  as  men  and  christians,  engaged,  and  each 
was  equally  zealous  to  strike  from  his  fellow -rrtature  the  chains  that  disgraced 
and  degraded  him.  (Cheers.;  Could  it  be  borne,  much  less  could  it  be  defended, 
that  man  was  found  degraded  because  he  differed  in  colour  from  him  who  pre- 
sumed to  call  him  his  slave  ?  (Cries  of  it".'  itn  .'  and  hear  ! }  Hut  if  they  looked 
to  the  heart,  they  would  find  the  heart  of  the  master  more  black  than  the  skin  of 
him  whom  he  arrogantly  called  his  slave.  He  denied,  totally  denied  and  scouted 
the  inhuman  and  absurd  principle,  that  ])ropeity  could  be  claimed  in  human 
beings — those  who  were  created  bj  an  eleiiial  and  Just  God  for  an  eternity  here- 
after, and  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  a  Divine  Redeemer---(Cheers.) — 
To  him  it  was  a  source  of  very  considerable'  dnisolation  indeed,  to  reflect,  that 
amongst  the  various  portions  of  the  earlii  that  Ind  been  disgraced  b>  the  accursed 
and  abhorrent  negro  slavery  system,  the  stain  had  never  yet  rested  upon  Ireland, 
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tluHr  own  couatry.  Ireland  and  Iiishm.M.  rl.ould  tlurv..  .  .  ,  .  ,.,<.:il  ui  s,  .  k 
uij,  to  ilVect  the  emancipation  of  huin.\n  kiiid--(C  li»fi>.  ,  s.a.iii,  linii^lity 
Hnlain    hid  inudi  to  answer  for  in  this  r.^pert— (  He  »r .  Urii.jin  li-id  not 

onlv  the  crime  to  he  pro.ed  ajrainst    her   ui    lier  own  .■•  .         ,.i,  mmH,  hot    in 

the' colonies  wiiich   had   oiue   belon^n-d   t.>   her;   Hint    ^^     ■  ,  \<  use   now  f-.r 

slavery,  was  the  inlUienee  .set  hy  lirltl^h  e\A,uple.      I  be    v  ,„.;  alie-ed  that 

they  hiid  not  perpetrated  the  Clime,  but  inherited  It  fro.u  t      .    .    .;     This,  !iouev<r. 
fact  as  it  was,  was  still  but  a  piltry  apol,>,;y  lor  Ameru  s    ,,  is-ertin^  lihnty 

for  herself,  still  used  the  brand  and  the  lash  au'ainstoi    .•  ^  ^,1   ,jp  t;i„„i,.,| 

America  with   the    continuance  of  slavery,  and   the\v...    ,^     .,   which   he   then- 
uttered  the  taunt,  would  be  wafted  on  the  \\int;s  ot  the  r  n  v.,  ,-,,.,t,l  it  wouhl  be 
heard  in  the  remote  wilds  nf  America  ;  it  "ould  be  walt.s,  .x ,  .   ,),.   waters  -l  ih. 
Missouri  and  tho^e  of  the  Mississipi  ;  and  e>en  the  slave*  ,  j^.,-  ,,,,>  Ji^iant  banks 
of  the  Ohio  would  make  his  words  resound  in  the  ears  oi  ,',,  ■>  S.  artless  mast,  rs, 
and  tell  them  to  their  face  that  tiiey  \Mre  the  victi;ns  ,m   ,v    ,'(v.  injustice,  and 
foul  oppression.     (Cheers.)     lirijiht  as  was  tiie  page  oi     \  .v-,    ,.  ;<n  liistoiy,  and 
brilliant  as  was  the  embla/.onment  of  her  deeds,  yet   >».  1     •,^,-,>  slavery  was  a 
black,   a  "damning;  spot  ••  upon  it.     (ih-rious  and    spl.- ,.:,,:    ,„  „a3    the    star- 
spani^led  banner  of  Republican  America,  still,  Mill  it  w  tx  viv-.d  with  the  deep 
foul  blot  of  human  blood.     (Hear.)     In  nine  ot  the  Kevu>u,  v  ,1    Vmerica,  ne-ro 
slavery,  the  horrid  and  abominable  tratiu' m  human  lU>t\.  «  <s , ,  ,intenanceil  and 
tolerated.     A^aia  he  proclaimed  that  America  wa.s  de»;i  >,u<l  ^\  human  slav.rv, 
and   even   the  greatest   of  her    heroes,  U  ashinRton  hiuiN.  1  .  v  ,,j    been  a  .slave- 
owner.    In  his  will,  to  be  sure,  that  i;reat   man  paul  .1  t>,    >,,o  i.,  the   genius  .d 
his  country,  b>  i;iving  freedom  to  his  .-laves  ;  but  so  Uu.^    ,v  >>-,  y  could  be  um  ful 
to  him  in  this  life,  so  Ion-  did  he  retain  Ih.m  ;  and  ai   U.x  ,i,  .-^ih  he  gave  th.  10 
freedom  against  the   rest  of  the  world.     This  was  not,   i.,.xx>x.r.  an  excuse  for 
Britain,  and  the  plain,  the   uudisgui^'d  truth  should  l-o  >.  1,<       vhe  I'.riii^h  (.«.- 
verumeut  possessed,  if  it  those  to  use  it,  the  p(,wer  ol   u  .-  „  ,    ,utting  an  en<l  to 
slavery.     In  the  colonies  the  slaves  were  guarded  l'>  >v-Ul„-,«..  pai.i  with  th.-ii 
money;  the  Governor  was  paid  with  their  money  ;   tot  .;-,.   vv-maodities  Ijrought 
from  the  West  Indies,  a  bounty  price  was   -iven  ;    and   il^      .,,  t  u^g^  (i,;,t   v\ith 
every    morsel  of  sugar    that   melted    in    their  cups   thc\    ',■.->' ^1,1   negro   Idnod, 
Chear,  hear.;  The  Hritisli  Government  had  but  to  say  th,-  w.-v.i.  ;,,„i  th^t  moiii'-nl 
negro  slavery  was  at  an  end.     The  r.egro  was  not  even  .^U.^,  .1  to  ije  jitani  in  a 
Court  of  Justice.     The  Judge,  the  Jury,  the   respecii*,-    ,..hv    rji  were  all  white 
mtn,  and  -.vhy  was  it  they  would  not  even  listen  to  the  o>u,>iuinate  negro  '  'Huh 
served  to  prove  that  wherever  the  negro  was  excluded  tuvm  <  .  ourt  of  law,  there 
ju-tice  was  but  a  name,  and   nothing  prevailed  but  (K-rtu^ni,  ,m  ;njustice  to  thc/n. 
And  yet  it  was  to  perpetuate  this  wretched  svstem  ol  >l.u.  ix  jti.it  the  Irish  agri- 
culturists were  to  be  sacrificed.     If  a  law  could  be  cauu-d  ,,,(,-  .-ifect  to  pre'..-nl 
the  drinking  of  spirituous  liquors,  he  would  useallmctUN  u<  lus  power  to  siippoil 
that  law.     But  what  was  the  Government  now  about  ilouii;  '     Not  at  all  to  pre- 
vent the  consumption  of  spirituous  lii|Uors,  but  on  the  .onii.uv   to  increase:  ilial 
consumption,  bv  holding  out  encouragement  to  the  iiMi>,.it.(ii..u  .,f  rum  tVoni  tin- 
West   Indies  (/ifar.'  and  shiime.'  shaim!) -it  the  expense-  ..(    iho  grower  ot   <  "rn 
and  ihedibtillerof  this  country.     Here  then  was  an  em  om  .,<>  lu.uHo  the  s)^!!"" 
of  slave  labour,  and  a  prevention  to  the  trade  ot  (reemen,      >v  1^  .  he  would  -ink, 
^vas   it  that  they  were  threatened  with  this?  because  ui  ilu.   .  (.untry  tin)    h-d 
been  ilivided  ;  because  instead  of  atteiiliu;.',  i>s  tin  \  ou^M,  1,1  ijuir  coiumou  ml''- 
revt.s,lhey  were  engaged  in  beating  each  ollur  al;oulthe  hend    1  lixvcellent  fii'  u<l, 
the  Kev.'.Mr.  Crea,  and   himself,  had  been  engaged  soiuelhio  ■,  ni  the  same  way, 
but  that  was  passed,  and  now  they  went  on   together,   lu.iit   ,ind   hand.     (llir« 
the  Hon.  and  Learned   Member,  turning  to  the   llev.    \li,   \i  (  ua,  sluxik  hands 
with  him,  to  the  evident  delight  of  the  uniting,  which  t.-ii.i,.d   its  satisfaction 
by  hearty  acclamations.)     They  should  now  combine  thru  mniggles,  not  onl)  in 
what   more  immediately  regarded   llie  interests  of  th.n  ..m,  >  ..iintry,  but  they 

should  unite  their  best  energies  to  put  an  <-nd  to  tiie  imU uhuiopoly  of  tiiom! 

who  flogged  the  aged,  and  tlie  young,  as  they  lloggi  il  il..  l.mir  bea.st,  and  who 
even  raised  the  lash  against  vroman.  ISIuiiiu-  !  sliai/ic  .)!..(  u»  pc  liiion.  There  waH 
iiot  a  village,  a  town,  a  parish,  or  a  city  throughout  li.  I.>m<I  iIi;i(  should  not  iiiiilo 
111  I  send   forvvHid  pctiti')ns  against  negro  i-.lavery.     \.<\  ih. .  Imi  be  done  and  the 


Soutfiavipto7i  Anti-Slavery  Meeting — Rev.  J.  Davies.        219 

result  wouM  be,  that  (iovcrnment  would  not,  could  not,  bIiouM  not  rfject  tlieir 
|)r;i\er  for  the  freedom  and  liappiness  of  others.  Tlie  speaker  sat  down  amid 
lou<l  and  long-continued  cheennt;. 

The  resolution  to  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

The  Rev.  Rlr.  Crfighton  proposed  the  next  resolution,  viz..  "  That  the  most 
certain  means  of  overcoming  tlie  system  of  slave-holding,  by  which  the  po- 
pulation of  these  countries  is  so  severely  oppressed,  is  by  refraining  from 
tlie  use  of  slave-grown  produce,  and  purchasing  the  production  of  free  labour." 
The  Heverend  Gentleman  observed,  that  though  formerly  a  Hrunswicker,  and 
opposed  to  >Ir.  O'Connell,  lie  felt  grateful  to  him  for  the  honourable  sentiments 
which  he  had  expressed  that  evening,  and  in  whidi  he  most  cordially  concurred. 
He  trusted  the  period  would  soon  arrive  wheu  he  should  see  the  dearest  wisli 
of  his  heart  realized,  by  their  efforts  being  crowned  with  complete  success.- — 
(Cheers.) 

Ml.  KiT/.siMON  begged,  as  one  who  had  been  a  violent  agitator,  to  second  the 
motion  proposed  by  one  wlio  had  been  a  KrunsvMcker.  He  hailed  vith  joy  tiiis 
proud  eia  of  the  union  of  Irish  feeling,  v\hen  burying  in  oblivion  jiast  dis.-en- 
sions  and  petty  prejudices,  they  now  saw  their  own  interests;  and  in  discerning 
their  own  interests,  they  at  the  same  time  saw  and  felt  what  would  advance  tlx' 
interests  of  humanity  at  lagar. ^(Cheers.)  \\  hen  he  entered  tint  room,  he 
was  nut  prepared  to  deliver  a  single  sentiment;  but  he  gladly  and  jiroudly 
obeyed  the  call  of  those  around  him,  and  he  did  so  the  more  gladly  as  it  al- 
otded  him  the  gratifying  opportunity  of  uniting  the  former  Brunswitker  with 
tile  f<jriiicr  Agitator. — (Tremendous  cheering.) 

The  fourth  resolution  was  then  adojited.  and  a  committee  for  the  ensuing 
year  having  been  aj)pointed,  Mr.  O'Connell  was  called  to  the  chair,  thanks 
voted  to  Mr.  Pini,  and  the  meeting  separated. 


II. AnTI-Sl.WERY     IMlETING     at    SoiTIIAMrTOX. 

On  Tuesday  the  6th  of  April,  a  very  numerous  and  respectable 
Meetinp:  of  the  Friends  of  Negro  Emancipation  was  held  al  Southamp- 
lou.  After  an  appropriate  address  from  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Lindoe,  the 
fu  lowing  Resolutions  were  proposed  and  unanimously  approved  of: — 

"  1.  That  a  state  of  Personal  Slavery  appears  to  this  Meeting  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  clearest  dictates  of  Justice,  to  the  genius  of  the  British  Constitution,  and 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  Ueligion. 

"  2.  That  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  British  Nation,  to  give  a  strong  and 
unequivocal  expres^idn  ol  its  feelings,  by  urgent  and  respectful  appeals  to  the 
Legislature,  in  sujipnrt  of  those  measures  ot  (iovernincnt  which  may  appear  cal- 
culated to  ameliorate  the  present  condition,  and  to  promote  the  speedy  Emanci- 
pation of  the  Slaves. 

"  3.  That  while  we  do  not  deny  the  claims  of  the  Planters  to  be  entitled  to  the 
deliberate  and  e(|uital>le  attention  of  Parliament,  w.-  regard  the  prior  and  inde- 
feasible claims  of  the  Slaves  to  their  liberty,  as  paramount  to  all  pecuniary  con- 
sideration.s  ;  and  that  prompt  and  immediate  steps  shfiuld  be  taken  to  prepare 
them,  by  an  efiicie nt  course  ol  education  and  religious  instruction,  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  British  subjects. 

"  4.  That  we  are  of  opinion,  that  all  children  under  ten  vears  of  nge,  and  such 
as  may  be  born  after  this  time,  should  be  at  once  declared  free  ;  that  all  charges 
on  manumission  should  be  abolished  ;  and  that,  at  the  earliest  period  consistent 
with  the  general  welfare  of  the  Community,  Slavery  should  cease  in  any  form  to 
exist  within  the  limits  of  the  British  Dominions. 

"  .').  That  a  Petition,  embodying  these  Kesolutions,  be  forthwith  addressed 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament." 

In  proposing  these  resolutions  several  very  impressive  speeches  were 
delivered.  From  that  of  the  Rev.  J.  Davies,  who  moved  the  fir?t  reso- 
lution, we  extract  the  following  passage  : — 

'  Tliat  we  may  md  Ik   charged  with  indulging  in  the  extravagance  of  sweep 
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in^  representations,  and  in  tin;  v.i^iieness  (•("  atistract  notiund,  (  uill  i^ik.'  ilic 
liberty  ol"  statiiii;  a  tew  lac  ts,  not  li-is  appalling  than  tlu-v  are  uiiiiuL-.-,iiijiialjii', 
lis  the  basis  of  my  subsetjucnt  rciiiarks.  As  preliminary  to  all  others,  I  la\ 
down  the  broad,  prnnary,  and  comprehensive  tact,  that  it  tlii^  nioni' nt  the i>' 
are  in  our  \\  est  Indian  islands  .done,  not  less,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  tlian 
seven  hundred  tliousand  liunian  beintjs — bone  of  our  bone,  and  llcsh  of  our 
llesh — who  are  lej^ally  recoi;nise(l,  and  are  fiercely  and  resolutely  claimed,  a.s 
the  iihsolute  in-iiinity  of  other  men — of  men,  many  of  w  horn  they  have  never  seen 
— some,  whose  names  probibly  they  have  ne\or  heard— of  men,  between  a  lar-e 
proportion  of  wiiom  and  tliem  the  Atlantic  rolls  its  waves;  and  this,  not  under 
the  capricious  sway  of  Turkish  despotism — not  within  tiie  narrow  boundaries 
of  some  obscure  petty  soverei;;nty,  which  hides  its  deeils  of  tyranny  in  the 
shades  of  its  insi^iiiticance — not  in  a  re>jion  of  PaijHn  darkness  ur  Mahometan 
imposture — not  in  the  semi-civilized  epoch  of  feudal  laws  and  baronial  tenuies, 
but  in  the  conspicuous  empire  of  Cireat  Britain,  in  the  I'.Uh  century  ol  the 
Christian  era — in  an  age  remarkable  for  the  universal  ditlusion  of  lij;ht  and 
knowledge,  and  for  the  extension  and  conlirinalion  of  ci\il  and  religious  liberty 
--within  the  dependencies  of  a  country  which  holds  a  conimantlin<^  and  inlluen- 
tial  position  anion;;  the  nations  of  the  earth — a  couiitry.  whose  charter  of  i  ijual 
riirhts  and  political  immunities  has  been  delineated  by  the  pen  of  its  legislators, 
and  sealed  with  the  blood  of  its  patriots — a  country,  which  nearly  Lio  \eais 
ago  indignantly  hurled  a  legitimate  monarch  from  his  throne,  because  he  exhi- 
bited a  disposition  to  encroach  upon  the  free<lom  and  independence  of  liis 
subjects.  It  is  a  fact,  however  anomalous  and  incredible,  that  in  the  range 
of  colonial  dependencies,  governed  by  this  country,  there  are  M>!),OUO  iiuman 
beings — a  number  eijualling,  perhaps,  the  whole  amount  of  the  population 
of  the  principality  ot'  Wales — living  in  a  state  of  abject,  jrersonal  slaverv. 
It  is  a  fact,  that  after  tlie  repeated  and  continued  efforts  of  philanthropic 
individuals  to  effect  a  change — after  the  loud  and  reiterated  expression  of  the 
nation's  feeling,  through  the  medium  of  public  resolution.-,  declarations,  and 
jietitions — after  an  unequivocal  decision  of  Parliament,  and  definitive  orders  ol 
the  King  in  council,  the  system  in  all  its  substantial  features,  still  remains,  for 
the  most  part,  unmitigated  and  the  same.  It  is  a  tact,  that  in  most  of  the  islands 
the  slaves  have  scarce  any  other  time  to  cultivate  their  grounds,  in  order  to 
raise  provisions  for  themselves  and  families,  except  the  .Sunday.  It  is  a  fact, 
that  in  none  of  those  islands  which  have  legi.-latuies  of  their  own,  has  any 
etiicieat  law  been  passed  for  the  education  and  religious  instruction  of  the 
slaves.  It  is  a  fact,  that  with  very  few  e\ce])iions,  Sunday  markets  are  still 
openly  and  legally  held  throughout  the  W  est  Indian  islands,  and  that  the 
slaves  can  be  arrested  and  imprisiined  as  felons,  for  the  debts  of  their  iniprovi 
dent  masters.  It  is  a  fact,  that  during  crop  time,  which  forms  nearly  li.ilf  the 
year,  the  slaves  are  forced  to  work,  with  scarcely  any  intermission,  aboui 
eighteen  hours  out  of  every  tweutj-four — that  in  Jamaica,  and  many  of  the 
other  islands,  any  master  or  overseer  may  inflict  thirty-nine  lashes  with  a  cart- 
whip  upon  any  negro  slave,  man,  or  woman,  or  child,  without  being  obliged  to 
give  any  reason  for  his  conduct — that  families,  parents  and  children,  laothers 
and  sisters,  are  liable  to  be  rudely  torn  asun<ler  b\  the  chances  of  public  sales, 
in  which  they  are  exhibited,  and  tlie  soiindnos  of  their  .several  limbs  examined, 
as  if  they  were  so  many  beasts  of  burden.  Kut  not  to  accumulate  iiunles  and 
instances  of  injustice  and  oppression,  which  would  be  too  monstrous  and  appall- 
ing to  admit  of  belief,  if  they  were  nt^t  fully  authenticated  and  acknowledged, 
it  is  one  (act  decisive  of  the  maltreatment,  amounting  to  a  slow  ami  gradual 
murder,  to  which  this  numerous  chiss  of  His  Majesty's  sulijects  are  exposed — 
that  in  almost  all  the  places  where  unmitigated  slavery  reigns,  the  negro  popu- 
lation decreases  at  an  enormous  and  unparalleled  rate,  while  the  free-born  or 
emancipated  negroes,  by  whom  they  are  surrounded,  are  lound  to  iniilliply  in  a 
proportionate  ratio.  These  are  tacts,  not  ficticnis — realities,  not  hypotheses. 
They  are  attested  by  documents  of  unimpeachable  authority.  They  are  there 
fore  too  stubborn  and  absolute  to  be  brushed  away  by  one  sweeping  and  some- 
what unceremonious  charge  of  ignorance  and  misr<'[)resentation.  \nd,  if  true, 
they  prove  beyrind  contradiction  that  the  slave,  in  every  important  i  apacity  and 
relation  which  belongs  to  him,  is  subjei  I  to  iiitoleralile  injurv     iiui  oppression- 
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that  as  a  pliysirnl  beioR  1)p  is  worn  by  excessive- labour,  until  he  j)r«'iiialurely 
sinks  into  the  grave— that  as  an  intellectual  being,  he  is  k("i)t  alninsl  upon  a 
level  with  the  beast,— and  that  as  an  immortal  ht-ing,  by  I'ar  the  nio^l  inipnrlant 
of  all  other  considerations,  be  is  abandoned,  solar  as  any  proN  ision  cf  law 
is  concerned,  to  all  the  ignorance,  depravity,  and  vice,  v.  liicii  are  cabnlated  to 
eflTecl  his  ruin.  I  appeal  to  this  meeting,  whellur  these  tilings  ought  so  to  be. 
I  would  ask  wlietiier,  under  the  sanction  of  the  British  legislature.  ht)(),0(li)  ra- 
tioiial  and  immortal  beings  ought  any  longer  to  remain  in  this  (ondilion,  merely 
because  a  few  hundreds  or  even  thousands  of  our  fcUow-touutrynien  nia\  sutler 
some  pecuniary  loss,  which  is  however  in  most  cases  very  doubtful,  at  tlie  con- 
sequence of  some  attempt  to  elevate  them  to  the  rank  of  humanity." 

After  a  very  eloquent  and  argumentative  address,  in  wliich  the  slave- 
holder's right  of  property,  and  claims  for  compensation,  were  ably  dis- 
cussed, and  the  state  of  personal  bondage  shewn  to  be  opposed  ecpially 
to  natural  right  and  divine  revelation — and  to  be  not  less  impolitic  than 
inhuman,  the  speaker  concluded  as  follows  : 

"To  those  who  are  convinced  of  the  injustice  and  enormity  of  the  sla\c 
system,  but  who  are  afraid  to  meddle  with  it.  fur  fear  of  thf  dangers  with  v\hicli 
any  general  movement  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  is  apprehendrd  as  likely  to  be 
attended,  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  the  numf-rous  instances,  up::n  every 
scale  of  magnitude,  which  have  already  taken  place,  without  an\  such  disasters 
being  realized.  The  conduct  of  these  persons  is  a  continual  compromise  bet\\een 
duty  and  fear,  for  the  benelit  of  oppression,  and  the  irreparable  injury  of  its 
objects.  They  employ  themselves  in  soliloquizing  upon  the  comparative  eligi- 
bility of  bearing  those  ills  we  have,  rather  than  '  flying  to  others  that  we  know 
not  of.'  And  while  they  are  thus  conjuring  up  scenes  of  imaginary  terror  upon  the 
remote  verge  of  the  skies,  they  completely  overlook  the  numerous  facts  by 
which  they  are  surrounded,  and  which  prove  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt  that 
the  danger  is  by  no  means  such  as  they  apprehend  it  to  be,  even  if  immediate 
emancipation  were  to  take  place.  They  have  the  spacious  island  of  Hajti 
before  their  eyes,  with  its  half  million  of  emancipated  negroes,  whose  jubilee 
was  announced  by  one  shrill  note  of  the  trumpet  of  liberty,  without  being  fol- 
lowed by  any  disastrous  result.  In  the  colony  of  Trinidad  they  ha\e  more  than 
1),000  free  blacks,  and  persons  of  colour— being  a  proportion  of  more  than 
four  to  one  above  the  whites— living  in  peace,  industry,  and  comfort.  In  St. 
Lucia  the  emancipated  slaves  are  in  a  proportion  of  three  to  one  more  than  the 
whites,  and,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  island,  remarkable 
for  their  activity  and  good  behaviour.  In  Grenada,  the  enfranchised  populatioi, 
is  four  times  the  number  of  the  whites,  and  there  is  not  one  pauper  among 
them.  In  Jamaica,  they  have  it  officially  stated  in  a  return  printed  by  order  ol 
the  Hou-^f  of  Commons,  that  the  criminal  prosecutions  of  the  whites  and  th.- 
enfranchised  blacks,  were  as  -21  to  h.  though  the  lat;er  population  is  considir 
ably  larger  than  the  former.  And  are  these  facts,  and  otiiers  equally  striking,  I 
would  ask,  to  go  for  nothing  in  estimating  the  danger  of  admitting  the  negroes, 
under  suitable  regulations,  to  the  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty  '  Is  it  in  rcl.-reiuc 
to  this  question  alone,  that  the  evidenc  e  of  t-xiierience  is  to  be  overborne  by 
hypothesis,  and  that  a  system  of  crook<'d,  barbarous,  and  cowardly  iiolii  y  is  to 
supersede  the  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  the  principles  of  enlightened 
legislation  ?  I  do  not  say  indeed,  that  the  question  of  negro  slavery  is  without 
its  dangers,  but  the  real  jieril  is  from  its  continuance,  not  from  its  judicious  anil 
timely  annihilation. 

''  i'pon  those,  who  think  it  too  great  an  eflort  to  b(  stow  one  serious  and  con 
siderate  thought  upon  the  condition  of  their  fellow  beings,  who  are  separated 
from  them  by  so  many  leagues  of  water.  I  f<  ar  thai  all  argument  would  be  lo.st. 
This  is  not  a  subject  for  the  triflers  of  llie  day,  who  flit  from  flower  to  flower  m 
quest  of  some  pleasurable  sweet,  and  care  not  who  sutlers,  if  they  enjoy— who  is 
manacled,  if  they  are  free.  Such  lursoiis  must  le.irn  to  think,  before  they  know 
how  to  pity.  But,  before  thev  presume  to  treat  with  levity  and  scorn  the  inter- 
minable captivity  and  wrong  of  bOd.Oou  humnn  beings,  let  them  try  by  one  effnit 
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of  the  ima;;inatiini,  by  one  liour  of  [xnsive  reflertion,  to  realise  what  it  ^Mnild  bf 
to  sjicnd  ;i  sin^lt-'  'lay  '"  their  own  pcrsoDS  in  tlie  same  huniiliatins  CDiiditiun. 

'■  To  those  w  ho  an-  sincere  and  .streniiutis  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  the 
removal  of  this  foul  stain  from  tlie  escutcheon  of  our  country,  I  would  only  pre- 
sume to  say,  that  the  most  elTectiial  means  of  altainini^  our  object,  is  to  cuinbine 
moderation  with  tirmness — perseverance  with  eners^y  —  discreli>)n  with  zeal — 
qualities  of  which,  I  trust,  the  resolutions  to  be  proposed  this  evening  will  atTord 
a  specimen.  Let  us  ask  nothing  but  what  the  lei;islature  may  safely  and  wisely 
yield.  Let  us  be  resolute  in  our  purpose,  but  yet  temperate  in  our  appeals. 
Let  this  i)rinciple  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  friends  and  advocates  of  negro 
emancipation,  and  success,  thouiih  difRcult,  and  impeded  by  many  obstacles, 
cannot  be  far  distant.  K\ery  inilicatioii  is  in  favour,  indeed,  of  the  speedy 
termination  of  this  degrading  s\  stem.  .\nd  how  would  it  cheer  the  hearts  of 
the  venerated  champions  of  this  glorious  cause,  those  who  have  spent  their 
strength  in  the  service — our  Clarkson  and  our  W  ilberforce,  and  their  worthy 
associates,  to  behold  this  hapjjy  consummation  of  their  philanthropic  la- 
bours. I  can  imagine  that  at'ter  such  a  vision  of  earthly  blessedness,  tiicir 
as'.-ending  si)irits  would  clap  their  wings  w  ith  gladder  triumph  as  they  hastened 
to  join  the  company  of  the  cilestials,  who  have  been  gathered  out  of  every 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,  and  to  bear  their  part  in  that  new 
song,  which  aseribetli  blessing;,  anil  honour,  and  glory,  and  pov\  er,  unto  him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  to  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever." 

Excellent  speeches  were  also  delivered  on  this  occasion  by  Dr. 
Nicholl,  Sir  Matthew  Blakiston,  the  Rev.  Robert  Adkins,  and  various 
other  gentlemen  present.  From  several  of  these  we  would  willingly 
liave  given  appropriate  extracts  ;  but  our  limits  fur  Ihe  present  are 
exhausted. 

Petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  founded  upon  the  nbove 
Resolutions,  and  numerously  siirued,  have  5ubse([uently  been  sent  up 
for  presentation. 
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Meetings  of  a  description  similar  to  those  above  noticed,  have 
also  been  held  in  the  course  of  last  month  at  Bradford,  in  Yorkshire, 
at  Stroud,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  at  several  other  towns  throughout 
the  country;  at  all  of  which  very  strong  resolutions  were  passed. 
From  a  petition  to  Parliament  adopted  at  the  Bradford  Meeting,  we 
select  the  following  specimen  :  — 

"  That  in  attempting  to  carry  those  resolutions  [the  Parliamentary  resolutions 
of  iS'l'i]  into  etfect,  his  Maj-'stv's  (Government  has  met  with  such  opposition 
from  most,  and  with  such  insult  from  some  of  the  ('olonial  (jovernments,  as 
sutliciently  evince  their  general  determination  to  <ihitruct,  or  by  other  means  to 
■nullify  every  provision  tendin:!  to  linal  abolition,  and  to  preclude  all  reasonable 
hope  of  any  etiective  co-oper.ition  from  that  (juarter. 

'*  That  any  considerable  iin])rovemeiU  in  the  moral  and  religious  character  of 
the  slaves  is  rendered  unattainable  by  the  incessant,  grievous,  and  unremune- 
rated  labours  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  that  while  a  profession  of  anxiety 
or  willingness  to  have  the  slaves  instructed  in  (  hristianity,  is  held  out  by  the 
colonial  legislatures,  their  fractice  generally,  and  that  of  Jamaica  particu- 
larly, shows  the  utter  insincerity  of  such  professions. 

'•  That  from  these  facts  it  appears  plain  to  your  Petitioners,  that  as  long  as 
the  negroes  continue  the  absolute  properly  of  their  m  tsters,  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  hope  of  any  religious  or  moral  improvement  in  their  character  to  any 
extensive  degree. 

"That  your  Petitioners  are  of  opinion,  and  beg  leave  humbly  to  suggest  to 
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', oiir  Kigbt  Honourable  House,  that  immediate,  derisive,  aud  effectual  steps 
^llould  be  taken  to  secure  the  absolute  and  unconditional  Iretdoni  of  the  wholr 
.sla\e  population  ;  and  that  a  definite  and  early  period  ouphl  to  be  hxed  forth- 
with lor  the  accomplishment  of  this  act  of  humanity  and  justice." 


IV.  Mil.  Godwin's  Lectures  on  Negro  Slavery. 

The  following  account  of  a  series  of  interesting  lectures  on  Slavery, 
is  extracted  from  the  Leeds  Mercury,  of  March  27,  1830. 

"  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Godwin,  baptist  minister,  of  Bradford,  has  delivered 
/our  lectures  last  week,  and  the  week  before,  at  the  Commercial  liuildings,  in 
that  town,  on  this  interesting  subjec*. 

"  Admission  was  had  by  tickets  at  one  shilling  each,  and  the  large  room  was 
well  tilled  with  a  respectable  company,  who  listened  with  deep  attention  and 
interest  to  the  clear,  able,  and  convincing  arguments  and  statements  of  this  zea- 
lous  advocate  of  the  cause  of  abolition.  As  a  general  outline  of  these  lectures 
may  be  interesting,  and  may  suggest  similar  exertions  in  other  large  towns,  the 
public  are  presented  with  the  following  statement  :— 

"  In  the  first  lecture,  the  reasons  w  hith  had  induced  Mr.  Godwin  to  enter  on 
the  subject,  and  his  design  and  plan  in  treating  it,  were  referred  to. 

"  He  stated  his  desire  to  treat  the  subject  uith  the  utmost  fairness,  and  to 
produce  tlie  arguments  advanced  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  to  establish 
his  statements  by  reference  to  undisputed  facts  and  unexceptionable  documents. 
A  Historical  and  Geographical  sketch  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Africa,  and  of  the 
West  Indies  was  then  given,  and  also  an  account  of  the  discovery,  produce,  po- 
pulation, colonization,  and  conquest  of  those  islands. — This  was  followed  by  a 
general  \iew  of  the  system  of  f^lavery  ;  the  manner  in  which  the  greater  part  of 
tiie  population  was  formerly  supplied  by  the  Slave  Trade  from  the  western  coast 
of  .Africa  ;  the  various  employments  of  the  slaves  ;  a  description  of  a  sugar  plan- 
taliou  ;  ol  the  working  gangs  ;  the  driver  and  his  whip.  The  monstrous  features 
of  the  system;  the  perpetuity  of  bondage;  and  a  comparative  view  of  the  con- 
ditions ol  the  Knglibb  and  the  West  Indian  labourer  closed  this  lecture. 

"  The  second  lecture  pointed  out  more  particularly  the  evils  of  Slarerii,  natural, 
moral,  and  political. — Under  the  first  head,  tlic  internal  wars  which  the  Slave 
Trad(;  originated  in  Africa— the  capture — the  journeys,  embarkation— and  last 
farewell  of  the  captives  to  their  native  shores — the  horrors  of  the  middle  pas- 
sage, and  their  disposal  when  arrived  in  the  W  est  Indies,  were  affectingly  de- 
scribed. 

"  The  abolition  of  this  horrid  traffic  by  Great  Britain  was  alluded  to  as  a  sub- 
ject of  congratulation,  and  as  an  argument  for  proceeding  to  the  extinction  of 
the  si/st-  Id  of  «/«rfrv,— slavery,  the  parent  of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  which  is 
still  carried  on  clandestinely  to  a  very  shocking  extent  by  the  vessels  of  several 
of  the  European  and  South  American  states. 

"The  general  treatment,  as  regards  labour,  food,  and  punishment  of  the 
slaves  was  particularized;  and  their  relation  t.)  society,  as  liable  to  oppression 
and  injustice  from  their  masters  (w  ho  were  their  legislators,  and  would  take 
care  not  to  abridge  their  own  usurped  and  df  siiotic  authority  )  was  stated.  Also, 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  redress,  by  the  alnmsl  universal  non-admission  of 
slave  evidence;  the  liability  of  families  to  be  torn  asunder  in  sales  of  slaves, 
who  were  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  mere  goods  and  chattels  of  the  master;  the 
whole  presenting  a  frightful  mass  of  evil,  and  a  state  of  complete  degradation, 
were  forcibly  explained. 

"  Some  very  striking  remarks  were  made  on  the  perpetuated  ignorance  of 
the  slaves,  and  the  general  unwillingness  of  the  masters  to  have  it  removed  ; 
the  almost  universal  disregard  of  the  institution  of  marriage  ;  the  branding,  ad- 
vertising, and  sale  of  slaves,  and  the  unjust  and  cruel  obligation  imposed  on  the 
free  black  to  prove  his  freedom,  (whilst  the  claimant  is  not  bound  to  prove  his 
s-ight,)  which,  if  he  fails  to  do,  he  again  becomes  a  slave. 

'*  The  moral  evils  accruing  from  the  system  to  the  slaves  and  to  their  master,'' 
—tending  to  iufiame  the  passions,  to  harden  the  hear!— to  extinguish  all  sense 
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ol  jnsliti  ,  .mil  t"  iDcJiiii-  ilie  most  unhoundpd  lirenliousni-s.s,  wcrt-  .il'i)  .  \ 
|i<iMn<liil  ;  and  the  political  esils,  as  airtrtinu  our  finances,  and  r)ur  coii)ni<r<>- 
in  till- defence  and  maintenance  of  such  ;t  monopoly,  were  also  laid  open.  IMm 
l.(  tiire  ilosed  with  some  very  forciljle  observations  upon  our  national  :;uilt.  in 
perpetuatiiid  a  system  «liicii  must  he  inexpressibly  oflensive  to  the  rii^htr.ti- 
aiid  holy  God. 

•'  Ihe  third  lecture  was  a  closely  art^umentatise  exposure  of  the  iiniawfiilne-:- 
of  slavery,  and  of  the  sophisms  which  were  used  to  justify  it.  .Some  pr^liminarv 
remarks  were  made  in  answer  to  the  usual  defence  and  objections  of  the  advo- 
cates of  s!a\ery,  such  as  the  allej^ed  exafist^ratioa  of  statements — the  interest 
which  the  masters  have  iu  treating;  their  slaves  well — the  contentedness  of  the 
slaves  if  l<>t  aUme.  and  the  allej^ed  preferableness  of  the  state  of  West  Indiin 
slaves  to  that  of  Knglish  paupers  ;  whicli  last  allei^ation  was  very  particularly 
dispro\e(l  and  exposed. 

*•  The  unlawtiilness  of  slavery  was  shown  as  a  violation  of  the  natural  rii^hts 
uf  man — of  the  piinciples  of  the  British  constitution — and  tlie  iiioie  sacred  ])rin- 
ciplesof  the  relij^ion  of  the  Divine  Redeemer. 

"The  opinions  of  Faley  and  Hlackstone  on  the  natural  ri;^hts  of  man  \\-'re 
(juoted,  and  it  was  shown  that  none  can  possess  nor  aciiuire  these  rights  either 
bv  ^ift,  purriiase,  force,  or  human  enactments.  The  common  and  hackneyed 
relinements  to  width  the  Macqueenites  resort,  such  as— that  tliout;h  the  Slave 
Trade  may  be  unjust,  slavery  is  not,  or  that  it  is  an  act  of  charity  io  take  them 
from  their  country, — were  treated,  especially  the  latter,  with  deserved  severity. 
It  was  also  siuuu  how  unfcaiuded  is  the  allegation  of  their  being  an  inferior 
race. 

"  [n  stating  slavery  to  be  opposed  to  the  Hritisii  constitution,  the  glariti'j;  in- 
consistency of  our  sending;  a  lleeL  to  \l4iers  to  liberate  Christian  slaves,  and  our 
exertions  to  emancipate  the  (ireeks  from  Turkish  thraldom  was  forcibly  pointHd 
out.  The  principles  of  the  constitution  uere  also  stated  as  founded  upon  the 
Magna  C  harta  e'  torted  from  John,  and  as  exercised  in  the  resistance  and  ex- 
\>ulsion  of  such  despotic  monarchs  as  James  II.  Its  opposition  to  the  law  of 
nations  was  also  shown.  The  sophisms  and  objections  ^^rounded  on  prescrip- 
tion, on  antiquity,  on  the  sanction  of  Ijritish  laws,  and  on  the  slavery  of  the 
Jewish  Dispensation,  were  exposed  and  refuted.  This  lecture  closed  with  an 
impressive  exposition  of  the  principles  of  Christianity  as  opposed  to  sla\ery,and 
ol'  the  tuliiity  of  the  jiistiticalion  which  some  atlempl  to  ground  upon  the  state  of 
society,  and  the  exhortations  of  the  .Apostolic  writers  to  the  slaves,  in  the  com- 
mencement ot  the  Clnistian  era. 

•'  In  showing  tlu'  opposition  of  .Slaseryto  the  spirit  and  tendency  of  Cliris- 
tianity,  the  lecturer  conceded  that  there  was  no  distinct  precept  literally  forbid- 
ding it, —  that  there  were  slaves  (corXoi)  when  Christianity  commenced, — that 
such  persons,  on  being  converted,  were  exhorted  to  submission  and  obedience: 
but  no  sanction  to  such  a  system  could  be  fairly  inferred  from  these  premises. — 
St.  Paul, in  I  Cor.  \ii.  •Jl,Ovc.  evidently  censures  the  system  in  verv  f'ir(il)le 
terms.  It  was  sullicient  to  observe,  that  the  Apostles  did  not  interfere  with  the 
political  institutions  of  tlie  day;  i)Ut,  says  I'aley,  '  does  it  follow  from  this,  that 
all  civil  institutions  which  prevailed  were  right,  or  that  the  had  should  not  be 
exchanged  for  the  better  ?'  If  we  proceed  on  this  principle,  how  shall  we  ju>tify 
the  struggles  of  our  ancestors  for  freedom  ?  Mas  tlie  attempt  at  arbitrary  rii'o  by 
any  of  our  monarchs  at  all  to  be  compaied  to  the  despotism  of  tltfit  period  ?  and 
\et  the  Apostles  did  not  denounce  it.  It  was  also  obsersed,  that  those  \\  iio 
attempted  to  justify  Slavery  from  the  apostolical  injunctions  to  obedience,  would 
do  well  to  be  admonisheil  from  the  same  quarter,  that  '  men-stealers'  are  ( lasscd 
with  'murderers  of  fithers,  and  murderers  of  mothers,  and  men-slayers;"  and 
are  they  who  perpetuate  the  act  less  guilty  than  they  who  originated  it? 

"  The  views  which  Cliristianity  imparts  of  God,  as  '  our  Father  in  Heaven,' 
the  coiiimoa  and  gracious  benefactor  of  all  our  race,  without  respect  of  pt-r.ioiis, 
nations,  language,  or  complexion  ;  as  the  universal  Lawgiver  or  Judi,'e,  from 
\\  hom  neither  the  hi;ih  nor  low,  the  I'lanter  nor  Slave,  can  ajipeal  :  the  fai  t  that 
all  mankind  are  naliirallv  the  same',  and,  more  particularly,  that  the  bb  ^se*! 
proinisrs  of  the  (iospid  e\tend  to  the  bl.ick  as  well  as  to  the  while,  liial  IIm  k  i> 
not  one  DiMuc  K'edceiiicr   (or  the  African  .uid   .molliLr  lor  the   Luropc.m     thai 
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the  sariif  fit'.ning  l>lood  is  efHcacious  to  cleanse  lh<-  Ne^ro  from  liis  sins,  and  tliut 
the  sarri':  Divine  Spirit  dwells  in  the  heart  of  the  Kthiopian— was  liapiiily  uri;fd. 
proving  Ihnt,  in  Christ  Jesus,  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  and  that  the  law  of 
mutual  I'.w  and  good-will  must  for  ever  remain  at  variance  -vvitli  chains,  and 
brands,  ;iri'l  v^hips,  and  interminable  bondajje. 

"Tin-  f'.urth  lecture  treated  of  the  AboUtmn  of  Slarrry,  reference  being  lirst 
made  to  the  history  of  colonial  slavery,  and  the  history  of  the  cause  of  abolition 
as  divided  into  four  periods,  viz.  from  its  coramenceme'nt  V<  17s7,  when  W  ilber- 
force  first  moved  the  House  on  behalf  of  the  slaves.  The  next  period  extended 
to  lh(»7,  when  the  Slave  Trade  was  abolished  under  the  Administration  of 
Grenville  and  lox;  the  next  to  1823,  when  Mr.  Cannin-'s  resolutions  passed  ; 
and  the  hst  from  that  year  to  the  present  time,  dunnj;  which  next  to  iiothin;r 
has  been  df.r.e  to  carry  them  into  effect.  The  questions,  whetl.tr  amelioration  or 
abolition,  amJ  whether  gradual  or  immediate  abolition  should  hf  adopted,  were 
also  :iri^ii»-'l. 

"  The  siil.j'-ct  of  Equitable  Compensation  was  also  examined,  and  the  result- 
were  stated  in  substance  to  this  effect: 

"  1.  That  justice  demanded  positive  abolition. 

"  2.  That  compensation  ffor  which  the  slave  had  the  lirst  claim)  could  only 
be  pleaded  by  the  planters,  not  as  of  ri^hl,  but  in  the  nature  of  a  i>iiialt\  toV 
national  delin';uency,  and  that  the  rxtrnva^unt  claims  of  the  U  est  India  advo- 
cates as  to  indemnity  could  never  be  justly  concedtd. 

"  That  the  danjiers  anticipated  from  immediate  abolition,  which  justice  de- 
manded, and  -'lUiid  policy  dictated,  were  in  most  cases  visionary  and  exaz- 
};erated,  th;it  any  real  daiit;er  might  be  guarded  against,  and  that  the  case  ol 
Hayti  woiil<l  firove  the  feasibility  of  a  bloodless  manuniissiun,  if  no  efforts  weic 
made  (as  in  that  lase)  to  entliral  tlum  again. 

"  The  fjtli'-r  objections  to  their  emancipation,  such  as  tlieir  proneness  to  inac- 
tivity, anrl  ignuriUKe,  were  taken  up,  and  several  facts  cited  to  prove,  tliat  thev 
were  unfoiind'd  in  experience,  nhcrc  the  blacks  wfrc/rec.  The  circumstance  of 
the  great  disproj)ortion  of  white  paupers  to  blacks  was  also  adduced  to  show  tlie 
lutility  of  this  objection. 

"  This  lecture  closed  with  examining  tlie  question  '  [loir  shall  this  end  be 
attained  :''  'I'Ik;  desirableness  of  discouraging  slave  produce  was  discussed. 
The  duty  of  firm,  temperate,  and  unceasing  appeals  to  Parliament  was  shewn  ; 
and  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  etl'ect  that  which  the  planters  thcnisihes 
never  would  eliect,  was  compared  to  that  of  the  st^diu  engine,  which  required 
only  thf  stcnm  of  public  o])biinii,  stron'^ly  expressed,  to  enable  it  to  .mnihilate 
Colonial  Slavery  at  one  majestic  stroke. 

•'These  lectures,  of  which  tlie  above  is  but  an  imperfect  outline,  were  attended 
by  numerous,  resjiec  table,  and  attentive  audiences,  and  have  doubtless  produced 
an  eflect  ujion  the  judgment  as  well  as  the  sympathy  of  many  inlluential  peis  ji:.-, 
which  wih  oe  j)ennatient,  and  productive  of  well-directed  exertion  in  this  righte- 
ous cause." 


v.  —  LlLLTi;.N.\.NT    S.MITH,    Ol     Ja.MAICA. 

The  \\'esl  India  Reporter,  No.  XXX,  uttacks  us  with  great  velie- 
mencc  for  having;  asserted  the  (jenuaieness  ot"  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  dated  from  Jamaica,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Dubhn 
Evenino-  Mail  of  Sept.  30,  18-'9.  ^Vhen  tliat  letter  first  appeared,  its 
want  oi aut/u  idicntion  induced  us  to  pay  il  comparatively  little  attention. 
Vn\t  when  it  was  asserted  tjy  the  Morning  Journal  and  the  West  Indian 
lleporter,  and  other  pro-slavery  works,  that  it  was  fabricated  by  tlie 
Anti-Slavery  Societv,  we  deeinrd  it  rij:lil  so  far  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject as  to  ascertain  that  such  u  letter  had  l)cen  written  in  Jamaica,  aii'i 
had  been  received  in  Ireland.  On  tins  point  we  were  satisfied.  \\'. 
isccrtaiaed  it  to  be  \x  [jcniuitn  Killer  wiilteu  by  Lieut.  Smith,  and  k- 
•  eivcd  and  published  bv  his  brotlioi,  and  not  a  home  I'abrication,  a- 
\v;iN   allejcd.     'J'iic    hlditor  ul'  tlit  Wi  .:t    India  Kcpoitci  supposes  llit^- 
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m  expressing  our  conviction  of  its  genuineness,  we  meant  to  voucli  for 
its  truth.  i5ut  this  is  not  to  understand  the  import  of  the  English  lan- 
■  '■ua^-'e.  We  merely  meant  to  say,  that  we  had  ascertained  that  it  was 
written  at  the  place  whence  it  was  dated,  and  by  the  person  who  was 
alle'^ed  to  be  its  author,  leaving  to  our  readers  the  inference  that  the 
imputations  must  be  false  which  attributed  its  fabrication  to  us,  or  to 
anv  one  in  En:rland.  The  letter  being  proved  to  be  a  genuine  Jamaica 
letter  could  not.  of  course,  be  an  English  forgery.* 

But  it  is  alleged,  on  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Smith,  that  his  letter  had 
been  alterkd.  Mr.  Smith  has  admitted  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
misrepresentations  in  that  letter.  He  may,  therefore,  have  been  mis- 
taken in  this  assertion  also.  But  if  so,  the  mutter  may  be  put  to  the 
proof.  His  letter  is  still,  we  understand,  in  existence,  and  in  the  hands 
of  his  brother.  It  may  be  compared  with  the  Dublin  Evening  Mail. 
It  has  been  so  compared  by  a  friend  who  has  been  permitted  to  see  it, 
and  he  affirms  that  it  has  not  been  altered  except  by  the  omission  of 
the  names  of  persons  and  places. 

That  the  letter  was  (jr.nuine  we  felt  convinced,  and  if  we  could  have 
doubted  it,  the  proceedings  in  Jamaica,  and  the  insertions  in  the  West 
India  Reporter,  would  have  set  all  doubt  on  that  point  at  rest.  It  is 
evidently  the  real,  unprompted,  unconcertcd  letter  of  Mr.  Smith  him- 
self. Its  truth  is  ({uite  another  question,  on  which  we  did  not  pretend 
to  decide.  And  not  being  satisfied  on  that  point,  we  did  not  insert  one 
word  of  it  in  our  pages.  We  knew  that  its  truth  as  well  as  its  genu- 
ineness would  hereafter  come  to  be  investisated,  and  we  waited  tliat 
issue. 

But  thoiii^h  we  admit  that  the  letter  is  not  entitled  to  the  credit  it 
assumes,  and  that,  by  the  writer's  own  admission,  some  of  its  state- 
ments are  unfounded,  yet  we  still  think  that  "  it  paints  colonial  slavery 
in  true,  thou'^h  revolting  colours."  The  descriptions  of  Greece  by  the 
author  of  Anacharsis  are  accurate,  though  the  incidents  are  not  real. 
And  a  man  may  give  a  true  picture  of  Jamaica  and  its  manners, 
while  the  particular  facts  are  supposititious ;  as  in  the  case  of  "  Marly, 
or  a  Planter's  life  in  Jamaica;"  "The  Memoirs  of  a  West  India 
Planter;"  "  The  Tour  of  Cynric  Williams,"  &c.  In  all  these  works 
there  are  manv  exact  and  graphic  descriptions.  And  so  in  the  letter  of 
I\lr.  .Smith,  if  there  be  not  truth,  there  may  be  at  least  great  verisimi- 
litude And  that  this  is  not  our  opinion  merely,  is  evident  from  what 
has  passed  in  Jamaica.f  The  following  is  an  extract  from  The  Watck- 
man  of  the  16th  of  December,  1829  : — 

"  We  have  read  with  surprise  in  the  Courant  of  this  morning,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  the  comptroller  of  the  customs  at 
Savannah  la  Mar,  on  the  subject  of  the  article  entitled,  '  Cruelties  of 

'  The  West  ludia  Reporter  seems  so  little  aware  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  i^tHuinencss  that  be  changes  our  terms  "  complete  conviction  of  its  genu- 
ineness" into  "conviction  of  its  complete  genuineness."  (p.  201.)  Our  con- 
viction of  its  ginumeness  was  certainly  complete,  and  is  abundantly  justified  by 
iill  the  details  given  in  the  West  India  Reporter, 

t  If  any  one  will  compare  Mr.  Smith's  account  of  the  cart-whip  with  tJiat 
given  above  (p.  "iOO)  by  Mr.  Harrett,  himself  a  planter,  and  at  this  moment  a 
inembir  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  he  will  see  that  the  latter  is  fniitu  as  re- 
Tijliing  as  the  foimcr.. 
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West  India  Slavery,*  &c.  Our  surprise  is  not  tliat  Mr.  Smith  owns 
Viiniself  the  author  of  the  letter,  '  expunging  some  sentences  and  al- 
lusions,' but  that  he  should  give  such  a  colouring  to  the  avowal  as  to 
stamp  his  epistle  with  the  character  of  a  deliberate  fabrication.  ^Vhy 
docs  he  not  come  forward  boldly  and  state  what  he  has  said  on  the 
subject,  and  substantiate  the  allegation,  if  it  can  be  substantiated  ?  T/ini 
such  atrocitit'S  do  exist  as  represcjifed,  we  have  not  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  and  were  the  artillery  of  Jamaica  plan  ftd  in  murderous  array 
arjainst  our  bosom,  we  should  fearlessly  express  our  opinions^'  "Who 
that  has  witnessed  the  persecution  and  martyrdom  of  the  missionaries  of 
St.  Ann's,  the  Golgotha  of  Jamaica,  can  doubt  of  the  existence  of  such 
unparalleled  enormities  ?  None.  But  Jamaica  humanity  can  be 
traced  even  to  the  House  of  Assembly.  How  long  is  it  since  a  young 
Creole  slave,  a  native  of  Jamaica,  a  subject  of  His  Majesty,  the  property 
of  Curtis  Philip  Berry,  the  honourable  member  for  Manchester,  was 
branded  on  both  shoulders  and  breast  with  the  letters  C.  P.  B.  '  Well 
may  colonial  policy  cavil  and  shiver  at  the  admissibility  of  slave  evi- 
dence." 

The  Struggler,  of  Dec.  12,  expresses  himself  to  much  the  same 
effect.  (Bui  this  was  before  he  heard  of  Mr.  Smith's  retractations.) 
"  It  has,  too  long,"  he  says,  been  the  practice  of  "  the  public  of 
Jamaica,  to  stigmatize  many  truths  as  calumnies,  and  thereby  prevent 
the  exposure  of  improper  acts.  The  time  has,  however,  now  arrived,  at 
which  all  such  fallacies  must  explode,  and  we  rejoice"  "  that  a  sense 
of  justice  will  trumpet  forth  the  good  or  evil  acts  of  the  slave-owner.'' 
'•  The  use  of  the  whip  has  been  too  unrestricted  :  it  cannot  be  denied." 
"  We  do  not  defend  the  imputations  cast  on  the  characters  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Westmorland  by  Mr.  Smith,"  "  but  there  appears  no  reason 
for  concluding;  that  Mr.  Smith  has  exceeded  the  bounds  of  veracity  in 
the  detail  of  the  disgusting  severities  he  became  a  witness  of,  and  there- 
fore we  see  no  just  ground  of  complaint  against  his  expressing  that 
horror  he  no  doubt  felt  whilst  witnessing  such  inflictions." — "  The 
Editor  trusts  he  possesses  sufficient  moral  courage  to  defy  and  scorn 
those  animadversions  which,  he  may  lav  his  account,  will  be  heaped 
upon  him  by  the  illiberal  portion  of  the  community,  and  the  venal  hire- 
lings of  a  corrupt  press." 

Without  doubt  all  this  does  not  prove  that  Mr.  Smith  was  actually, 
as  he  professed  to  be,  (he  eye  witness  of  what  he  related  ;  V)ul  it  indicates 
as  we  said  l)efore,  at  least  the  verisimilitude  of  his  narration;  and  that, 
in  the  estimation  of  persons  residing  on  the  spot,  and  dependent  on  the 
favour  of  the  public  for  the  sale  of  their  paper,  the  particulars  detailed 
were  not  at  all  unlikely  to  have  happened  ;  and  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  state  of  the  law  and  of  manners  to  prevent  their  happening.  — It 
may  be  necessary  either  to  prove  or  to  disprove  particular  acts  of 
atrocity.  These  may  affect  individuals,  or  they  may  serve  to  illus- 
trate the  state  of  society.  But  whilt,  the  Jamaica  statute-book  stands 
as  it  does,  a  monument  of  inhumanity  and  injustice  ;  while  the  laws 
professing  to  secure  the  well  being  of  the  slave  are  in  the  deplorable 
state  of  inefficiencv  in  which  we  have  shev/n  them  to  be  in  the  preceding 
pages  ;  what  security  can  the  slave,  man,  woman,  or  child,  have  either 
for  person  or  for  propertv,  for  back,  or  for  limbs,  or  for  lil'e  '. 
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We  must  reserve  for  the  next  number  our  reply  tu  ilic  .iii.ick  ot"  llie 
West  Indi.i  lleporter  rospectinij^  Sierra  Leone,  which  huueviT  admils  ol 
I  vrrv  sufficient  and  satisfactory  reply. 


VI. — Jamaica  AovtHTisEAit^NTS. 

Extracts  from  the  Roijal  Gazette  of  Jamaica,  of  13th  March  18.'{0, 
beinij  tlescriptions  of  apprL'hended  runaway  slaves. 

"  George,  a  iMungola,  ,0  feet  .3  inches;  marked  apparently  T.V  on 
shoulders,  wears  whiskers,  has  country  marks  down  his  bellv,  and  large 
sores  on  the  right  foot;  to  Thomas  Tate,  Esip  Shaftstoii  plaiilalion. 
Westmorland. 

"  Lizzy,  alias  Lizzy  Thomas,  an  old  grey-headed  creole  negro  woman, 
•">  feet  l  inches;  some  of  her  teeth  are  lost  and  others  are  decaved  ;  to 
York  estate,  St.  Thomas'  in  the  East. 

"  George  Robert,  a  young  creole  negro  man,  '>  feet  IS  inches  ;  marked 
apparently  PM  on  left,  and  WP  on  right  shoulder,  and  has  two  scars  on 
left  breast;  to  a  Mr.  Stewart,  now  oti'the  island. 

"  Elizabeth  Baker  Cooper,  alias  Marv  Munro,  a  ye'.luw  skin  creole 
negro  woman,  4  feet  1  1  ',  inches,  marked  .MI  on  slioulders;  having  stated 
to  the  magistrates  that  she  was  free,  she  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  de- 
tained until  she  produces  documents  thereof. 

■'  George,  alias  John  Brown,  a  young  creole  negro  man,  5  feet  'j}-, 
inches,  marked  PL  (in  one),  diamond  on  top,  twice  on  let't  and  once  on 
right  shoulder,  and  the  same  marks  on  his  breasts,  to  the  i-state  of  the 
late  Purchas  Lumlev.  Es<[.  dec.  Richmond-Lodge,  Westmorland. 

"  Hamlet,  alias  William  Maxwell,  a  creole,  .5  feet  3  inches;  the  first 
joint  of  the  fourth  ri^rht  finger  is  lost;  has  scars  on  forehead,  and  old 
bruises  on  shins  ;    to  Tileston  estate,  Trelawny. 

"  Eliza  Carr,  a  fair  sambo,  5  feet  .3  inches,  stout  made,  marked  appa- 
rently YP  on  right  shoulder;  has  marks  of  a  public  Hoggins:  on  shoulders, 
a  scar  under  her  chin,  one  above  her  upper  lip  on  the  lel't  side,  and  one 
on  her  left  inner  ancle,  and  wears  her  hair  thick  and  plaited. 

"  George  Temple,  a  smart-looking  creole  man  boij,  ■'>  feet  4  inches, 
marked  IS  on  shoulders;  to  a  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  May-Uav,  Manchester. 

"  Susanna,  a  creole,  5  feet  5  inches,  marked  apparently  SM  on  left 
shoulder;  lost  the  sight  of  her  right  eye;   to  a  Miss  Manjoe,  Clarendon. 

"  Robert  Smith,  a  creole,  5  feet  9j  inches,  respectable  appearance; 
formerly  to  Friendship  Pen,  Manchester,  but  paid  the  purchase-money 
of  his  freedom  to  a  Mr.  Morris,  at  the  Bog  estate,  St.  Elizabeth's. 

"  Edward  Ellis,  a  creole,  5  feet  8i  inches,  sambo  complexion;  has 
blister  marks  on  his  back,  two  moles  on  the  right  side  of  his  lower  lip, 
and  a  scar  on  left  foot;  says  he  is  free,  but  can  produce  no  document 
thereof. 

"  Alexander  Fil'ington,  a  quadroon  boy,  about  16  years  old;  His  toes 
are  much  distorted  from  the  yaws;  says  he  is  free,  is  a  native  of  Kingston. 

"  John  Thomas,  a  Coromantee,  3  feet  4  inches,  marked  VTGW  on 
right  breast ;   says  he  is  free,  but  has  no  documents  thereof." 


Ixiidoii:  i>riiit(Hj  liy  Ba^ster  and  riionn,  14,  Burtlioloincw  Clo.e. 


